February 7, 2023

The District of Columbia Public Defender
Service, the District of Columbia Attorney
General, legal professionals, and the general
public were among the sources of input that
the Commission consulted.

Members of Congress should not use their
own policy judgment to replace that of the
elected officials within D.C.

Prior to these revisions simple assault car-
ried a sentence of less than six months in
prison, while the threat of simple assault car-
ried a 20-year sentence.

Possession of self-defense spray and pos-
session of a fully automatic machine gun car-
ried the same maximum penalty of one year.

Some offenses can be traced back to the
District’s Black Codes and Slave Codes and
others that were introduced by segregationists
from states outside D.C.

The almost 700,000 individuals who live in
Washington, D.C., are capable of self-govern-
ment and through the Revised Criminal Code
Act of 2022, proved themselves as such.

Congress is not judge, jury, and executioner
and should not overstep its place within Wash-
ington, D.C.
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Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the life, career and the memory of
former Yuba County Sheriff Gary Dennis
Tindel. During his nearly 30-year career at the
Yuba County Sheriff's Department, Sheriff
Tindel worked at all levels, starting in the
County jail and working his way to be elected
Sheriff. His moral character and strong work
ethic set him apart from others. Most impor-
tantly, Sheriff Tindel was a family man; setting
a great example for his children and grand-
children to follow. His public service commit-
ment was to put community and service be-
fore self.

Gary was born on October 24, 1947, to par-
ents Marvin and Antonette Tindel in
Marysville, California. He was a loving brother
to his two siblings, and in those early years he
was often seen in his Dad’s welding machine
shop and neighborhood store, Tindel's Market.
He also attended St. Joseph's Catholic
Church. His early learning of faith, along with
his parents’ love and strong moral code, set
him on his path of public service.

Gary graduated Marysville High School in
1965, attending college first at UC Davis for a
short time, then transferring to CSU Chico
where he graduated with a degree in Engi-
neering. Upon graduation, Gary sought a pub-
lic service career in law enforcement, joining
the Yuba County Sheriff's Department in 1971.
He also attended the Butte College Police
Academy. Gary was introduced to Irene
Chesini in 1973, and were married in 1975. By
1979, they had three children: Josh, Michelle,
and Alice. Gary would also earn a master's
degree in Criminal Justice from CSU Sac-
ramento in 1980, while continuing to climb up
the ranks in the Yuba County Sheriff's Office.

After many years of dedicated work, Gary
was elected Sheriff in 1990 and would go on
to serve two terms as Sheriff. Additionally, he
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taught law enforcement classes at Butte Col-
lege, and was active in both the California
State Sheriffs’ Association and California State
Coroners Association. Gary would go on to
work for the Marin County Coroner’s office as
the Assistant Coroner for about 10 years. Dur-
ing that time, he continued to stay involved
with the California State Coroners Association,
even serving as President for four years. Upon
his retirement, he moved back to Yuba City to
enjoy time being a grandparent.

Gary continued to serve his community,
church, family, and friends in retirement. As an
active member of the Kiwanis Club, he helped
with local little leagues and Boy Scouts. He
coordinated many fundraising dinners for
many causes. He also enjoyed taking family
vacations and spending time in Lake Tahoe
with his family. Gary held another deep pas-
sion for fishing.

Gary will be missed by many friends and
family. From his outstanding public service ca-
reer to his volunteerism; Gary’s influence will
be felt for a very long time. Gary is survived
by his wife Irene, his children Josh, Michelle,
and Alicia, and his seven grandchildren. Sher-
iff Tindel was a true friend to many. | thank
him for his service to the people of the North
State. May he rest in eternal peace. God
Bless.

———
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
opposition to H.R. 185, to terminate the re-
quirement imposed by the Director of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention for
proof of COVID-19 vaccination for foreign
travelers.

H.R. 185 is hasty attempt to reverse the
order issued by the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention without any proper plan-
ning or preparation.

The Amended Order Implementing Presi-
dential Proclamation on Advancing the Safe
Resumption of Global Travel During the
COVID-19 Pandemic was first published on
April 7, 2022, and was implemented to save
lives.

The CDS order imposes necessary restric-
tions on the entry of noncitizens into the
United States by air travel unless they are fully
vaccinated against COVID-19 or otherwise at-
test that they will take public health measures
to prevent the spread of the disease.

Similar restrictions have been implemented
and enforced worldwide, and countries like
Thailand have had to reimplement such re-
strictions after lifting them.

Now is not the time to roll back protections,
only to be in a place where we will need to re-
impose more onerous and unwanted
lockdowns and shutdowns across the country.

Yet, H.R. 185 would nullify any successor or
subsequent orders that require foreign per-
sons traveling by air to show proof of a
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COVID-19 vaccination as a condition of entry,
as well as prohibit the use of federal funds to
administer or enforce such a requirement.

Mr. Speaker, the wellbeing of the American
People should hold the utmost importance and
any act against their health and wellbeing
should be strongly condemned.

Since March 2020, life in Houston—like
most of the world—has been upended.

Houston, Texas is the 4th largest city in the
country and is one of the most racially and
ethnically diverse cities in the United States.

In addition to Houston being a culturally di-
verse city and home to international students,
residents, and families from all over the world,
Houston also serves as an international hub
for millions of people all over the world who
travel to my city every year for both leisure
and business.

According to the Houston First Corporation,
a record 22.3 million people from around the
world visited Houston in 2018.

Notably, the 2023 Houston Rodeo season,
scheduled for Feb. 28—March 19, is the largest
rodeo in the world and contributes significantly
to our city’s economy. In 2022, this event at-
tracted over 2.4 million international travelers
from around the world.

Despite the senseless and disingenuous
politicization of the COVID-19 vaccine, it has
and continues to save countless lives—par-
ticularly in my home state and internationally
rich travel hub of Houston, Texas.

In Houston, specifically Harris County, there
have been 1,058,476 confirmed COVID-19
cases, 7,839 active cases, 1,041,939 recov-
ered, and 8,589 deaths. Furthermore, Texas
as a state has recorded 8.24 million cases
and 93,366 deaths.

In the United States, there have been 102
million confirmed cases and 1.11 million
deaths.

And across the globe, there have been 671
million confirmed cases and 6.83 million
deaths.

These statistics serve as a harrowing re-
minder of the gravity of this epidemic and the
caution we should be taking in ensuring pre-
ventative responses and remaining vigilant
against the spread of COVID-19.

Rolling back critical vaccination policies put
in place to protect Americans through hasty
measures such as H.R. 185, undermines the
national mission and unified efforts nationwide
to prevent future cases infiltrating our commu-
nities.

While progress has certainly been made in
protecting Americans from this deadly virus,
we cannot stand for the erosion of such
progress through ill-conceived and politicized
measures.

As we continue to make strides to prevent
and eradicate current and future variants
plaguing our cities, states, nation, and world,
let it be known that H.R. 185 would only serve
to disregard the health and well-being of all
Americans, foolishly jeopardizing our lives and
the ongoing fight to keep everyone healthy
and safe.

Instead of halting vital funding and vaccine
policies for international travelers, without a
plan or forethought of the disastrous impact
that will inevitably result, it is imperative that
we stand together in planning and preparing
for smart policy shifts that will allow our coun-
try to effectively and safely ease back into
some sense of normalcy.

Anything less is an abdication of our gov-
ernmental duties and an insult and danger to
the welfare of all those we are sworn to serve.
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